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For my child study investigation, I chose to study a seven year old boy. He is 52.2 inches tall and 57 pounds. The subject lives with both of his parents and one sister. He has a dog, fish, guinea pig, and two cats. Both of his parents are forty-eight years old. His sister is ten. The subject was adopted along with his sister from Ust Kamenogork, Kazakhstan. He was 14 months old when his mother and father adopted him. His parents traveled to Kazakhstan in March of 2005. They were there for thirty-one days. They visited the subject at the orphanage twice a day for about two hours each. They had to go in front of a court to present their case for adoption. They then had to go through multiple steps to be able to get him a visa and medical examinations. His mother said he was very mellow and even withdrawn when they first met him, but once they got to know him they were able to draw him out. They let him explore and “named everything”. His mother said he adjusted very well to his new home and new big sister. 
The subject has a daily routine. His mother wakes him up at 7:15 am for school every day (Monday through Friday). He dresses himself in his school uniform before coming out to the kitchen to eat his breakfast. He eats his breakfast at the table in the kitchen. He then takes his dishes to the counter. After he is done putting his dishes on the counter he then goes to the bathroom to brush his teeth and hair. He then goes to the front door to put on his socks and shoes. When he is all ready to go, his mom or dad makes sure his backpack is packed with everything he needs for school that day including his reading log being singed and filled out. School starts at 8:40am. He attends Abraham Lincoln Elementary on the south side of Indianapolis. School is out every day at 3:40, except on Wednesday they get out at 3:15 because it is “early release day”. When he comes home from school he has a snack. His preferences are: cheese sticks, granola bars, gogurt yogurt, or pretzels. 
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He normally takes about twenty minutes to eat his snack and relax before he begins working on his homework. He has spelling homework to do every day. His mother said his words are becoming harder for him each week. He normally writes them out three times daily. He also uses the website Spelling City to help him with spelling. He also does math homework daily. He brings home the assigned page to do and gets it done (sometimes with his mother’s help). He also works on his multiplication facts daily with his mother or father. Dinner is around 6:30pm. After dinner he has a few minutes to “play” before bed. The subject enjoys playing with Barbies, muppet puppet dolls, and the family’s ipad. After playing for a little while he then reads books with his mother or father for about twenty minutes per night. He then brushes his teeth get his water bottle and heads to bed around 8:15pm. He usually listens to a cd while going to sleep. He normally takes his showers on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday nights. If the evening is running late due to homework or other activities he takes one the next morning. 
He has many chores during the summer when school is out. During school he has to fold and put away his own laundry. He has to put his dishes on the counter after eating. On trash day he cleans off the trash lids. Every night he cleans up all of his toys and makes sure to put them away. He also cleans the bathroom and dusts different areas of the house when he is asked to. 
	The subject is not involved in any sports this semester due to the amount of homework he has been having. He has previously been involved in martial arts and tumbling. According to the subject, Martial Arts is “very fun”. He learned to ride his bike without training wheels this past summer, and ever since he loves to ride his bike. He also loves to swing on the swing set in the backyard. When his mother asked him what he wanted to have in his backyard that he did not already have he said he would like to have a pool to swim in. 
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He has very good hand-eye coordination. I had him take off his socks and we tossed them back and forth quite a few times. I changed the pace of the tosses and he still seemed to catch them without any problem. I also had him run and kick a ball at the same time (like soccer). He seemed to do pretty well with this task also. He only tripped a few times while trying to run and kick the ball. He absolutely loves to dance. He plays the Wii game “Just Dance” whenever he gets free time to play. I also had him test how long he could balance on one foot. He lasted about thirty-five seconds before he started to get a little wobbly. When his parents first met him at 14 months old his muscle development was very poor. He was not even able to sit up on his own. There was a lot of work involved to get him where he is today. 
	The subject is in the Concrete Operations stage of Piaget’s four stages of Cognitive Development. He is beginning to realize that his own thoughts and feelings may be different from what others are thinking or feeling. He can describe two points of similarity between two objects. I used the penny example out of the book to test his conservation. I made two rows of seven pennies on the table. I asked him how many pennies he saw and he replied 14. I then spread the second row out and asked if the second row had more or less pennies or if they were still the same. He replied “there are still 14 pennies”. I also had him do a simple task with multiple directions. He seemed to follow directions pretty well and did not ask me to repeat any instruction. His mother said that he has always been good with following directions and rules I asked his mother if she thought him being from another country has made a difference in his development and she said “of course”. She said he was way behind developmentally when they first met him and they knew that would be the case. 
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They got the organization First steps involved with his life as soon as they got him home. They provided the subject with physical therapy, occupational therapy, and speech therapy. He had speech therapy up until age three. They were never encouraged to speak or even “babble” at the orphanage, so his parents had to basically start from scratch. The subject has a huge imagination. He loves to tell stories! He also plays “house” with his Barbies. He has a pretty short attention span if what he is working on does not interest him. If it is something he is interested in that moment he will be very attentive. When he does his home his mother says his mind constantly is wondering. The subject is able to carry on a conversation for quite some time with people. He knows about certain events going on in the world. For example, we talked about the super bowl and the subject almost knew more about everything going on than I did! He has just recently been able to tell time. His mother said they had a horrible time trying to get him to grasp the concept. 
	The subject has many friends at school. He really enjoys hanging out with them outside of school when he can. When he was younger he did not attend daycare. His parents worked out their work schedules so that one of them was always home with the children. He did attend pre-school and pre-kindergarten for two hours three days a week.  The subject tends to have strong emotional reactions according to his mother. She said he is very sensitive. He does not like to be teased at all. When there is something he likes he is all about that one thing. He is constantly worrying about other people’s feelings. His grandmother passed away recently and has been a huge help to his mother comforting her throughout the rough process. 
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I really enjoyed getting to know the subject a little better. I feel like I should have done a couple more tests with him to really determine where he was at developmentally, they just did not have much time to dedicate towards me. I feel like this assignment will help me to understand where children are at developmentally. This could help me in the classroom because I will know how to coordinate my lessons accordingly. 
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